SOUTHWEST GEM AND MINERAL SOCIETY
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P O BOX 17323, San Antonio, Texas  78217-0323

Our Website:  www.swgemandmineral.org
General meetings will tentatively be held the second Tuesday of the month, except in September and December.  Board meetings are usually held the second Monday after the general meeting.

GENERAL MEETING

TIME:  6:30pm Refreshments, 7:00pm Meeting

PLACE:  17018 Silverwood Drive, San Antonio, Texas

Just East of Hwy 281 on Donella Drive

**********

February, 2010

*****REFRESHMENT HOSTS/HOSTESSES*****

Mark & Glenda Jakobi        Clyde & Sandra Jones        Mark Jones

Keith King        Marcel Klafrenegger        Ann & Don Kolle

***Hosts and Hostesses: If you cannot attend, please let Jim Meloche  658-8920 know so we will have the needed refreshments.  Thank you for your consideration.

**********

Health Updates of our Members

There are quite a number of our members that are in poor health.
Members, please let us hear from you if you know of any other members needing to be remembered with prayers and mentioned in our newsletter.     Thank you!

**********

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

What a turn out for Glen Kroeger’s presentation on ‘Thin Sections’!!!  We almost had standing room only.  Thank you all for your attendance.  When we have the privilege of outside speakers, it is great that the club members respond in attending.

For our February meeting we will have a “Show and Tell”.  Soooo come and show us what you are interested in or what you are making and tell us about it. Unfortunately, I will miss this meeting as I will be attending the Tucson Gem and Mineral Show.

We will have our Signup Sheets available for the March show.  If you did not sign up for something at our last meeting, please consider placing your name on at least one of the sheets.  It is a lot of fun and we need everyone to participate if they are able.  We are looking forward to another great show this year at Live Oak Civic Center.

**Gail Hyatt has stepped up and taken on our monthly newsletter on a temporary basis.  We need someone to volunteer to take on this responsibility of organizing and putting out the monthly Newsletter.

 Bob Bowie

TREASURER’S MESSAGE

Folks, it is that time of year to renew our dues.  This is the dues schedule:

Junior Members 8 years old- 17 years old…. $10

Individual Membership….$15

Family Membership….$25

Dues are due now.  You may pay them at the meeting or if you prefer, mail them to Gail Hyatt, 3116 FM 1518, Schertz, Texas  78154.  Your membership cards will be available for you to pickup at the meetings.

New Members that joined since September, 2009, your dues are considered paid up until this time next year, 2011.

Thank you,   Jim Meloche, Treasurer

Texas Area Shows

February 27& 28     Clear Lake Gem &Mineral Society, Pasadena

March 7 & 8     Gulf Coast Gem & Mineral Society, Robstown

March 20 & 21     Southwest Gem & Mineral,  San Antonio (in Live Oak)

Checkout the website for details.

SHOW CHAIRMAN’S MESSAGE
(Repeat)

Our 49th Fiesta of Gems is coming up in 2 months.  The dates for the show are March 20th and 21st.  Setup day is March 19th.  

All members need to be thinking of things that you have for the Silent Auction.  Your items can be donated OR put in on Consignment.  Items that are appropriate would be cut and or finished pieces, rough, tools/supplies. 

 The Lucky Wheel (spinning wheel for the kids) needs donations of items such as tumbled rocks, some not soooo good geode halves, fossils ie deer heart clams, roadside snails, petrified wood etc.

During the Show plastic bags, ie grocery bags, as well as some newspaper will be needed to put treasurers in for the customers purchasing items.

The Club Booth will need items to sell.  This is a great time to donate your old rock/mineral related books and magazines.

Stay tuned for future announcements about workdays or certain help requests that you may be able to assist in.

The Show date will be here before we know it!  Now is the time we start gearing up.  Our goal is to have as good a Show or better Show than last year.  With proper planning, preparation and participation I am certain this is possible.  Our Annual Show is a team effort.  WE are the only team WE have!!!

Thanks,      Bobby Schultz

Show Chairman

A CALL TO ARMS FOR THE KIDS’

LUCKY WHEEL

As in years past, Jim and Eva Meloche will host the annual “Rock Critter Creation Day”.   Saturday, March 13th is the big day.  The day’s work begins at 10am and goes as long as folks can work.  We make the prizes for the ‘Lucky Wheel’.  Lunch will be provided.  If you have a hot glue gun please bring it.  That is all!  You will find all this action taking place at the Meloche’s home at 220 Kingsman in Converse.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

NAME TAGS….are still available.  If you have not ordered one as yet, or if you are a new member and would like one, email Gail Hyatt (see last pg for contact info) or phone. Will need the correct spelling of each name as well as do you want a plain pin on back or a magnet.  These run around $7.50 to about $9.00 with the magnet.

If you ordered a pin…they are ready to be picked up at the next meeting.

MINI CLASSIFIEDS

These classifieds work.   We got the TV and player that were requested in last month’s newsletter.  Marie also got the lamp she was looking for.  This is a place that one hand washes the other.  Let us know if you have something to sell/trade or if you are in need of a particular something…..  Gail

MINUTES OF THE January MEETING

Our meeting began at 7pm with Bob Bowie introducing our speaker for the evening, Professor Glen Kroeger, Head of the Trinity University Earth Science Department.

Professor Kroeger gave us a very educational and interesting presentation on the science of petrology using ‘Thin Sections’ and a Petrographic microscope.  He first explained the principle differences between rocks and minerals and that a rock is in great part defined by its origin…being igneous, sedimentary or metamorphic.  Most of us think of rocks consisting of more than one mineral (not exactly true).  He gave an example of marble, a metamorphic rock, but only consisting of one mineral, calcite or calcium carbonate, but the original limestone had been buried and altered into marble.

He explained to us how using polarization and the microscope ‘thin sections’ of rocks could identify all the minerals in the rock, based on the shapes and sizes of the mineral grains, basically a history on how and where the rock was formed.

For anyone that missed this presentation, Professor Kroeger will be bringing several Petrographic microscopes and ‘thin section’ examples to our Rock and Gem Show in March.  Don’t miss taking a look at the Trinity University display.

Following this terrific program our business meeting began at 8:15. 

Jim Meloche gave the Treasurer’s Report.

Curtis Threatt reported all booths are filled for the Show.

Bobby Schultz discussed and made available Sign up Sheets for the Show.

A brief discussion about the importance of membership participation at this time of year is really important for the success of this annual Show.  This is our most important group effort of the year.  This is how we earn the monies for the scholarships that we fund.

We had a terrific raffle.  There were a large number of items that found new homes.  Many thanks to those that furnish the raffle items.  Many “Thanks” to those that by the raffle tickets for the chances to take home these wonderful treasures.

There were 52 folks in attendance for this meeting.

Submitted by Gail Hyatt, Secretary
COMING ATTRACTIONS

FIELD TRIPS

March 27th   Tessman Ranch (Poth/Fall City area)

April 10th   Eagle Pass

May 1st    Llano

Field Trip Humor      by Sam Rodgers, Director

Since August last year, I have been to the quarry in Eagle Pass 14 times.  The last week of December, Ernie Akers and I were followed by an under-cover sheriff and later were pulled over by him along with two other sheriff vehicles.  My van was loaded with about 1600 lbs. of jasper.  This made my rear heavy with my front-end sitting high in the sky.

They were disappointed.  One of the officers, a big one, asked me if I had any weapons.  I replied “If Jason faced Goliath, as you can see I have a lot of rocks, then yes I have a van-full.”  Within five minutes I was lecturing on the qualities of lapidary, wire wrapping and rock collecting.  The three of them had in each hand different types of jasper, agates and petrified wood.  We may have an Eagle Pass chapter of the club at some point in the future. 

****

For our new club members, I must admit, normally our Field Trips are pleasant and without this type of drama.

****

Website for Southwest Gem and Mineral Society:

     www.swgemandmineral.org
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